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ANNOUNCEMENT: VOTE ON SITE FOR 
2020 CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL HYDROFOIL 
SOCIETY 

By Mark Bebar 

 
USS Aries docked on the Missouri River 

The July 2019 issue of the Newsletter included an 

email message from Martin Grimm with some initial 

thoughts on the upcoming 50th Anniversary of IHS in 

2020. Martin suggested that a sensible venue may be 

in proximity to the USS Aries museum in Gasconade, 

Missouri (https://www.ussaries.org ). This would 

give those attending the chance to visit the PHM and 

other hydrofoils in the collection. The nearby town of 

Hermann, Missouri has an annual Octoberfest 

celebration, which offers an added incentive to attend. 

Since July, a small planning group has been formed 

that includes Ray Vellinga, Mark Bebar, Martin 

Grimm, Chuck Shannon, Joel Roberts, Joel Billingsley 

Dave Patch and Eliot James, Director of the USS 

ARIES museum. 

Further discussion has surfaced two other alternatives 

for the 50th Anniversary celebration: 

¶ A óvirtualô gathering, but still centered in a suitable 
location, probably in the Washington, DC area. 

This would be along the lines of the 25th 

Anniversary celebration held in 1995, which was 

series of technical and historical papers on 

hydrofoils. But rather than everyone travel to 

Washington, presentations would be via video 

conference/webinar arrangement.  This approach 

could also include a virtual tour of the USS ARIES 

museum with a walk-through of ex-PHM 5 by 

Eliot James. 

¶ A combined 50th Anniversary/PHM Reunion in 

Key West, Florida. This venue has been the site of 

several reunions of former PHM Squadron/Mobile 

Logistics Support Group (MLSG) personnel over 

the years, the most recent in 2016. 

We are seeking feedback on preferences from the IHS 

membership and all former PHM Squadron/MLSG 

personnel.  

Your vote on the three alternatives for the 50th 

Anniversary celebration is requested. VOTE HERE 

 

USS Aries from the water 

 

 

https://www.ussaries.org/
https://forms.gle/zrXumHKGRaUeiiJs8
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IHS PARTICIPATES IN ñFLYING ON 
WATERò, BADDECK, NOVA SCOTIA 

By Mark Bebar 

In July 2019, we published a special edition of the IHS 

Newsletter in which we reviewed plans to travel to 

Baddeck, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia for the 

September 9ï11 100th anniversary celebration of the 

record-breaking flight of the HD-4 hydrofoil of 

Alexander Graham Bell and Casey Baldwin. On 

September 9, 1919, Baldwin flew the HD-4 at 70.86 

miles per hour (114 km per hour) to set a new world 

water speed record!  

The Flying on Water celebration was organized by the 

Alexander Graham Bell Foundation (AGBF)  CLICK 
HERE and Alexander Graham Bell National Historic 

Site (AGBNHS)/Parks Canada CLICK HERE, the 

location for the event. 

Ms. Leslie Wright of AGBF and Ms. Madeline Harvey 

of Parks Canada provided outstanding support to IHS 

in preparing for the event and during the three days in 

Baddeck.   

The Flying on Water celebration was widely 

publicized, and funding partners included: 

¶ Municipality of the County of Victoria - with 

an emphasis on the engagement and 

participation of children and youth across the 

County 

¶ Events Nova Scotia, Department of 

Communities, Culture and Heritage 

¶ Parks Canada ï Alexander Graham Bell 

National Site (AGBNS) 

¶ Penguin Random House 

¶ Innovacorp 

¶ Cape Breton Partnership 

¶ Local Media ï The Victoria Standard 

newspaper 

Just getting to the Bell / Baldwin celebration was an 

adventure for many. Hurricane Dorian, originally a 

Category 5, moved up the U.S. East Coast and directly 

over Halifax, Nova Scotia after virtually destroying 

much of the Bahamas. 

Most of the IHS members drove up the coast from the 

Washington, DC area. More difficulty faced the West 

Coast people. Ray and Pat Vellinga checked into Sea-

Tac Airport at 6 a.m and still arrived very late after 

having two flights cancelled and having to fly to 

Vancouver to catch the last flight to Halifax. Around 

Baddeck there were power failures, and some 

attendees relocated to luckier hotels still showing 

lights. Below you see a downed tree and one of the 

four boats lost or damaged locally. 

 

 

 
Downed tree and one of the four boats lost or 
damaged 

https://agbfoundation.ca/
https://agbfoundation.ca/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/ns/grahambell/index
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The location of the celebration was the Alexander 
Graham Bell National Historic Site (NHS) 

We were well represented, with five IHS members 
and their wives attending. 

 
Left to Right: Ray & Pat Vellinga, Bill & Joanne 
Hockberger, Mark Bebar, Joan Sullivan, Sean 
Baldwin, Joel & Ann Billingsley, Martin Grimm  

 
Mark Bebar, Mary, Sophia, Raphael, & Martin Grimm 
(travelled from Australia) , Ann & Joel Billingsley 
 

 

 
Professor Bernard Carlson, Chair, Department of 
Engineering & Society at the University of Virginia, 
ÇÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȡ Ȱ5ÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
Minds of Inventors and What it Means to 
%ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓ 4ÏÄÁÙȱ 
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During the three-day event, there was ample time for 

us to visit the museum exhibits. The NHS has an 

incredible array of exhibits and models that document 

the achievements of Bell and Baldwin.   

A major headline on the AGBF website 

(https://agbfoundation.ca/ ) says, "Itôs About So 

Much More than the Telephone," and a short time in 

the museum makes that crystal clear! Dr. Bell began as 

a speech researcher and therapist, which explains his 

early inventive focus on devices and techniques to aid 

in that. The exhibits include numerous telephone 

devices, optical concepts including his "photophone" 

(not practical until recent times), even competitor 

devices to Edison's for recording sound and the human 

voice. His income from telephone-related businesses 

freed him to investigate whatever he became interested 

in, which from about 1891 included heavier-than-air 

flying concepts and subsequently heavier-than-water 

watercraft. He and his team were competitors to the 

Wright brothers and built the first heavier-than-air 

craft to fly in Canada and in fact anywhere in the 

British Empire. A full -scale replica of that aircraft, 

"Silver Dart," hangs in the same display hall as the 

HD-4 hydrofoil. 

Besides HD-4, models and photos of a variety of other 

hydrofoils are also on display there: 

 

 
Train of hydrofoil units, patented by Baldwin in 1923 

 
High-speed target for aircraft, for Canadian and U.S. 
militaries  

 

 
High-speed target being tested in 1942 

 

 
Baldwin's HD-12 9-meter runabout in 1928 

https://agbfoundation.ca/
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Several presentations were made by Martin, Ray and 

Mark, including  

¶ World Water Speed Record in the wake of Bell 

and Baldwin, by Martin Grimm CLICK HERE   

¶ U.S. Navy Hydrofoil Development, by Mark R. 

Bebar  CLICK HERE 

¶ U.S. Navy Hydrofoil Patrol - Missile (PHM) 

Program, by Mark R. Bebar CLICK HERE 

¶ Commercial Hydrofoil Ferries, by Mark Bebar 

CLICK HERE 

In addition to our presentations, Professor Bernard 

Carlson, Chair, Department of Engineering & Society 

at the University of Virginia, gave an excellent 

presentation: ñUnderstanding the Minds of Inventors 

& What it Means to Entrepreneurs Todayò. 

Martin Grimm and family came all the way from 

Canberra, Australia! Martin was able to coordinate 

beforehand with Defense Research Development 

Canada (DRDC), Atlantic Research Centre (formerly 

Defense Research Establishment Atlantic [DREA], 

who were heavily involved in the Canadian navy 

research program). Dr. Liam Gannon and Dr. Kevin 

McTaggart from DRDC attended and set up a poster 

on Canadian hydrofoil activities for display in the 

Water Hall adjacent to the IHS table and display, 

shown here 

We were also fortunate to be hosted at private 

visits/tours of Beinn Bhreagh Hall (the Bell mansion) 

and The Lodge, where the Bells lived before building 

Beinn Bhreagh. 

 

 
The IHS exhibit (above) and with Bebar, Billingsley, 
Vellinga, Hockberger and Grimm (below) 

 
Beinn Bhreagh Hall, The Bell Mansion 

https://foils.org/wwsr-in-the-wake-of-bell-and-baldwin/
https://foils.org/wwsr-in-the-wake-of-bell-and-baldwin/
https://foils.org/wwsr-in-the-wake-of-bell-and-baldwin/
https://foils.org/usn-hydrofoil-development/
https://foils.org/phm-program/
https://foils.org/commercial-hydrofoils/
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The Lodge 

The organizers also provided complimentary tickets 

for us to attend a staged reading of �³�7�K�H���+�\�G�U�R�Ioil 

�0�\�V�W�H�U�\�´, presented by Theatre Baddeck at the 

National Historic Site and also at a local theater, 

hosted by the author, Eric Walters. Eric Walters is a 

well-known young adult fiction writer of almost 100 

novels. ñ�7�K�H���+�\�G�U�R�I�R�L�O���0�\�V�W�H�U�\�´��is a work of 

historical fiction that tells the story of fictional 

teenaged Billy McCracken who is sent to work for the 

great inventor Alexander Graham Bell in Baddeck, 

Nova Scotia in the summer of 1917. All agreed it was 

an excellent and very professional production. 

In addition, the program included a book signing for 

John G. Langleyôs book �³�&�D�V�H�\���± The Remarkable, 

�8�Q�W�R�O�G���6�W�R�U�\���R�I���)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N���:�D�O�N�H�U���³�&�D�V�H�\�´���%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q�´�� 

The book provides significant information about the 

development of aircraft and hydrofoils by Bell and his 

team of younger colleagues including Baldwin who 

continued with hydrofoils long after Dr. Bell's death. 

In recognition of the importance of the event and the 

privilege of being invited to participate, Mark Bebar 

presented plaques from IHS to the Alexander Graham 

Bell Foundation (AGBF), and to the Bell and Baldwin 

families.  

 
Joan Sullivan, a Bell great grand-daughter, and Sean 
Baldwin, grandson of Casey Baldwin, holding the IHS 
plaque presented by Mark Bebar. 

We were honored to be invited to participate in this 

significant celebration and had a memorable 

experience meeting the professionals who organized 

the event as well as members of the Bell and Baldwin 

families. 

 

 

SMALL CRAFT ELECTRIC 
PROPULSION COMPETITION, U.S. 
COAST GUARD YARD BALTIMORE, MD, 
JULY 15, 2020 

The 2020 MACC (Multi-Agency Craft Conference) 

will again be sponsored by the American Society of 

Naval Engineers and held on the grounds of the United 

States Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore, MD, on July 

15-16. For the second time it will include a PEP 












